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** 7 will not cease from mental fight, 
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand, 
Till we have built Jerusalem, 
In China’s green and pleasant land.” 


— William Blake. 


Are Missionaries People? 
‘Roderick Scott 


missionaries people? 
Well, it must be remem- 
bered that human nature is a 
universal commodity and no 
respecter of persons, but if 
some one suggests that mission- 
aries are a peculiar people, the 
retort is, that this word peculiar 
as used in both the Old and 
the New Testaments means 
God’s own possession. Believe 
it or not. 

Now your modern mission- 
ary is still the inheritor of the 
pioneers and the last subject 
he would think of talking about 
is himself. He is, or strives to 


be, a doer of the Word; he’ 
spends his days, for the most 
part, at leisure from himself. - 


Nevertheless it would not be 
without value occasionally to 
let the light into his mind and 
observe what he thinks of him- 
self and his work. Such in- 
deed is the intent of this 
spring 1937 number of the 
FOOCHOW MESSENGER. Each 
member of the Mission was 
asked to put down what he 
thought of as the principal ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of 
his life and work. No votes 
were taken, but each wrote as 
he or she pleased, gravely or 
gaily; some did not write at 
all. Had the contributors been 


able, like the editor, to read all 


the contributions in advance, 
the latter might have been dif- 
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ferent, but it is the composite 
picture of a score of minds 
that the reader should empha- 
size, not the single details. 

As one peruses the lists, one 
sees at once that the disadvan- 
tages or privations do not go 
very deep. They are chiefly, 
separation from parents and 
children, isolation from the fa- 
miliar thought currents and 
the familiar amusements, and 
the necessity of producing 
one’s own inspiration (John 
R. Mott can go hear Harry 
Fosdick if he wants heaven 
opened, and Fosdick can go 
hear Mott if he wants his world 
vision renewed, but suppose 
Fosdick were the last man on 
earth!) For this reason, Dr. 
Hocking lays down as the 
prime requisite of the mission- 
ary that his life ““enshrine per- 
sonal happiness.” But of how 
many of us may that be said? 

But the editorial limitation* 
to three advantages was keen- 
ly felt. How is one to select 
among so many riches? The 
significant thing about this pro- 
fession is that, unlike many of 
his less fortunate contempor- 
aries, the missionary has chosen 


his work. (Mission boards do 
not hire and fire, they are sim- 
ply arrangements by which mis- 
sionary-minded persons an- 
swer the calls of the Younger 
Churches.**) And to be able 
to do well one’s chosen work-— 
can there be any higher satis- 
fation than that? The board 
sees that the missionary pos- 
sesses the qualities of mind 
and heart that make visible the 
Church’s good will—which is a 
modern interpretation of the 
Great Commission—and the 
grace of God gives him, he 
knows not how, success be- 
yond his deserts. The mis- 
sionary is an artist, one who 
has discovered a source of life, 
and who cannot rest until he 
has carved in imperishable 
soul-stuff, his vision of real- 
ity. Without this sense of mis- 
sion, he probably could not 
carry on his work, but this 
urge to expression brings God 
very close, for God is also an 
Artist, 

“ Oldest of poets 

Unto His measures moveth the 

whole.” 

And perhaps this is the way 

everyone should live his life. 


*The paging in this issue is reduced to make the whole, with the 


pictorial supplement, weigh 50 gm. 


*#* Younger Churches is the technical name for the Christian churches 


of the mission fields. 
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Allen and Armstrong Affirmations 
Bertha H. Allen 


Advantages : 

1. The broadening experi- 
ence of having co-workers of 
other nationalities— my British, 
Chinese and American co- 
workers, in the Union Kinder- 
garten Training School. 

2. The wonderful feeling of 
being a member of a Mission 
family such as we have in Foo- 
chow, and our joint apprecia- 
tion of all that the American 
Board means to us. 

3. The possibility of leav- 


ing much of the house care to 


loyal capable servants so that 
our time and thought can be 
put upon what we are here 
for. 


Privations : 

1. I miss knowing my nieces 
and nephews as they grow up; 
a six-weeks-old baby suddenly 
becomes a little student by the 
next furlough. 

2. A glass of good home : 
milk would be a treat. 


3. And a5and 10 cent store 
would be very acceptable. 


Susan E. Armstrong 


Advantages: 


1. The cooperative, unsel- 


fish spirit of fellow-workers, 
both Chinese and foreign. 


2. Close fellowship with 
workers from other lands, 
England and Ireland in parti- 
cular. 


3. Roses in winter. 
Disadvantages: 

1. The ever-changing gov- 
ernment regulations for high 
schools. 

2. The lack of running wa- 
ter. 

3. No Woolworths. 


AGNES SCOTT was put onto the Auditing Committee this year because 
it leaked out that she was a Math. major in college. 


Berry THELIN will “ perc” you a good cup of cofiee any time you'll 


drop in to see her. 


Dr. HINMAN keeps in touch with countless old Foochow College 


students. 
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Christian Carols 
Agnes M. Christian 


Blessings : 

1. Work to do that seems 
significant, and that will not 
end in our lifetime. 

2. Friends among the lowly. 

3. Fellow-workers who 
their deepest concerns 
and experiences. 

1. Having to work in a for- 
eign language which is chang- 
ing from colloquial to Man- 
darin ! 


2. Lack of library facili- 
ties, both as regards standard 
works and current literature. 
3. Irregularities of the 
home mails. 

Luxuries: 
1. Good servants. 


2. A garden that blooms in 
winter. 

3. Intimate contact with the 
best of the Orient, in culture 
and personalities. 


Dyer Declaration 


Lora G. 


“Vantage in: 

1, The opportunity to prac- 
tice medicine in a place where 
there is real need and a strong 
urge to give oneself in Chris- 
tian service. 

2. That‘my Te Deum has 
an extra line: “ Praise Thee 
for the goodly fellowship of my 
fellow-missionaries.” | 

3. Freedom of the will, ap- 
parent if not real, in directing 
my work, in developing my job 
the way I like to, or choose to 
under the circumstances. This 


is not an unmixed blessing, 


since criticism from a super- 
lor is conducive to growth, But 
there is a sense of elation in 
being ‘on your Own,’ answer- 
able only to your own consci- 
ence. 


Dyer 
‘Vantage out: 
1. No music, or no good 


music, or else not much music, 


The present boon furnished by 
Mr. Faurot does throw open 
wide ‘the doors of the prison 
house’, but the past and future 
are gloomy. 


2. Lack of worshipful stim- 
ulating church services, or in 
larger terms, lack of spiritual 
refreshment. Kuliang offers a 
few compensating Sundays, 
with real inspiration, but the 
building is ugly. 

3. In China we are always 
foreigners. Even after twenty 
years | am not Chinese and do 
not quickly get the Chinese 
viewpoint, if at all. 
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Houston and Hinman Highlights 


Lyda S. Houston 


The difficulties of living in Foo- 
chow: | 

1. The greatest hardship — 
the separation over so long a 
period and the distance from 
loved ones at home. This 
fluctuates from a dull ache to 
agony on family anniversaries. 

2. In lighter mood—the lack 
of amusements, such as 
movies, tea-rooms, concerts, 
How we do long at times for 
those relaxations from respon- 
sibility and unsolved problems. 
One’s daily mental con- 
flict over the physical and 
spiritual poverty and distress 
one sees in the streets outside 
our strong compound gates, 
enclosing our lawns of green 
grass and flowering shrubs. A 
surge of desire for the quiet, 
orderly, tree-lined streets of 
our home land rolls over me. 
The words of Ebenezer Elliott’s 


hymn echo in my heart, “When 
wilt thou save the people, 
Lord? Not thrones and 
crowns, but men.” 


The joys of living in Foochow : 


1. My delight in the moun- 
tains and the river; and the 


fresh fruits and flowers of Feb- 
ruary. 


2. lam conscious of enrich- 
ing contacts; friendships form- 
ed with those of other nation- 
alities, Chinese, British, and 
German and with frequent vis- 
itors from still other coun- 
tries; such opportunities as 
one rarely gets at home. Liv- 


ing far off here from one’s 


own land and intimate inter- 
ests, one has a larger sweep of 
view and perspective. 


3. I rejoice in health and 
for the opportunity to be liv- 
ing at this time in China. 


- 


Kate B. Hinman 


Deprivations— Greatest, I think, 
is the lack, comparative and 
diminishing, 
1. of spiritual and intellec- 
tual stimulus. 
2. Allied to it is a lack of 
contact with the major move- 


ments in our own country. 
3. Also akin is the lack of 


what might be called public 


opinion: the stimulus and va- 
riety afforded by contacts with 
those whose standards are our 
own. 
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Compensations— 


1. Contacts with other cul- 
tures and civilizations which 
are highly educative, depending 
on our receptivity. 


2. A spiritual stimulus in- 
duced by close contacts with 


the personal problems of these, 
under a wholly different so- 


cial organization. 

3. A fellowship of the spirit 
with those who do care for the 
same ends and attempt the 
same work that is priceless, 
incomparable, infinite. 


George W. Hinman 


Three advantages in work in 
China (specially notable since 
return after twenty-eight years 
of absence from the field.) 

1. Greatly improved ease 
of supplying many material 
needs. 

2. Mechanical conditions 
which allow one to maintain 
better local contacts with fel- 
low-missionaries and a wider 
circle of Chinese leaders in all 
fields of activity. 

3. Opportunity (in old age) 
to still contribute the lessons 
of experience and to inspire, 
to a certain extent, an increas- 


ing morale in the developing 
institutional life of the 
Chinese. 

Three deprivations : 

1. Lack of adequate intel- 
lectual and spiritual stimula- 
tion, such as one could have at 
home. 

2. Isolation, physical and 
mental, because of geographi- 
cal conditions in this province, 
particularily. 

3. Inability to establish and 
maintain close fellowship with 
the Christian Movement as a 
whole in China, due to lan- 
guage and sectarian difficulties. 


|_ EN CHRISTIAN has some charming cork pictures for sale. You ought 


to get some. 
* 


AGNES CHRISTIAN is teaching Chinese to the newcomer. 


College. 


‘THE newcomer is Albert Faurot, the brandnew teacher for Foochow 
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Jacobs’ Joys 


Jennie Jacobs 


Advantages : 
1. Plenty of interesting 
work in pleasant surroundings. 
- 2. Good weather, green fo- 
liage, mountain views, fruit in 
all seasons. | 
3. Friends and fellow-work- 
ers. 
Privations 
Nochurch life; no music, 


no pipe-organs. 


2. No entertainments, no 
symphony concerts, no high- 
class music or plays. 


3. Inability to acquire lan- 
guage fluency ; we cannot com- 
municate with people; we are 
always aloof; there is so much 
we do not understand. 


McClure Manifesto 


Robert and Jeanie McClure 


Jeanie’s Privations : 
1. Separation from the chil- 
dren. 
2. Having to live in a city. 
3. No matter what kind of 
cake the cook makes, it tastes 


just the same as the last kind 
he made. 


Bob’s Privations: 
1. Living in a goldfish bowl. 
2. “Imiss the ’teens.” 
3. Few opportunities for 
emotional release. 


Jeanie’s Compensations : 

1. Contact with the rising 
generation in China. 

2. Choosing a hobby to 
one’s liking. 

3. Cauliflower all winter. 
Bob’s Compensations : 

1. You don’t have to carry 
your own coal. 

2. You live in a nation in 
the making. 

3. Living in a foreign . 
country, you learn to look | 
objectively at your own. | 


EUNICE SMITH is another of those anomalies, supported by the Metho- 
dist Board, but a member of the Smith family and working in the Union 


Kindergarten Training School. | 
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Newell Notes 


George and Mary Newell 


Our privations : 

Being two of us, we should 
be entitled to six privations, 
but we can find only three: 
41. First is our separation 
from Dwight and Jean. 

2. All the home letters, 
- from family or friends, are a 
month old when they get here. 


3. ‘I miss the five and ten.” 
(Mary) | 


Our advantages : 


Here we insist on all our six: 

1. We count it a great ad- 
vantage to be able to be and 
to work with such fine people 
as our fellow missionaries. 

2. The upholding influence 
of our job, with the compelling 


necessity of going often on our 
knees for that uplift. 
3. The broadening influence 
of living:among another race. 
4, The stimulus of feeling 
you have even the smallest 
share in the expanding and 
unifying life of a great people. 
5. Itisa great advantage to 
be appointed by a board which 
considers us and treats us, not 
as employees, but as fellow- 
workers in his Kingdom, and 
at the same time to be support- 


-ed by churches which it is an 


inspiration to serve. 

6. Not the least of our ad- 
vantages is the joy of seeing 
the Christ born into other lives 
and seeing His kingdom being 
established here in China. 


EUNICE THOMAS walks around her house with a duster in her hand,— 
as though dust would dare intrude. 


* * 


Mr. BEACH has a flower garden even tho he does live on a steep hillside. 
* * 


Mr. and MRS. SMITH find plenty to do in Ingtai. Their daughters visit- 
ed them during the China New Year vacation. 


* * 


|_ucy LANKTREE thinks six months in U.S. A. at the end of four years 


would be better than a year at the end of eight. It sounds reasonable, 
doesn’t it ? 
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Rinden Reactions 


Gertrude Rinden 
Things I miss in Diongloh: Things I like about Diongloh: 


1. Nosnoworiceforwinter 1+ Roses in January. 
: 2. The opportunity to see a 


sports. continual drama — Chinese life 
2. No chance to see Helen ina country town. 
Hayes in Victoria Regina. 3. Chinese children for 


; ; mine to play with and the in- 
3. No American children ternational feeling which they 
for mine to grow up with. get hereby. 


Margaret Rinden, 7. 
What I miss in Diongloh: _ Things we have in Diongloh : 
1. No moving pitcher shows. 1. The brook and the mill. 


2. 
2. No American playmates. play es ae and Daik-Ong to 


3. No watermelons. 3. China New Year cake. 


Paul Rinden, 9. 


Things I miss in Diongloh : What I like in Diongloh : 
1. Rabbits and goats. 
1. No American playmates. 2. The dragon-boat races, 


: 2. No ice and snow. the lantern parade and China 
No i New Year. 
3. Going to see the funny 
or sourkraut. idols in the temples. 


Arthur O. Rinden 


Three greatest privations : is offensively out of style. 

2. One feels he is having a 
real share in the great interna- 
tional drama. 

3. One’s work is stimulat- 
Three greatest advantages : ing, growing, and constantly 
- 1, Not necessary to “keep bringing new, interesting pro- 
up with the Joneses”; nothing blems. 
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1. No Eskimo pies. 
2. No 10centsstores to visit. 
3. Little good church music. 
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Scott Statements 
Agnes K. Scott 


Privations : | 

1. Being away from one’s 
family for such long periods. 
2. Being always an outsider 
in China——not belonging. Nev- 
er any contact with the whole 
upper strata of Chinese society 
with no invitations to non- 
westernized Chinese homes. 


Part and parcel of this is the | 


language difficulty. | 
3. No water-melons, cur- 
rants or berries. No good en- 


tertainments: symphony con- 
certs, operas, plays and good 
movies. No uplifting beduti- 
ful church services to attend. 
Advantages: 


1. Chance to make friends 
with people of a different civili- 
zation. Congenial friends, both 
missionary and Chinese. 

2. Opportunity of travel and 
its broadening effect. | 

3. Living in beautiful sur- 
roundings, near hills and water. 


| Roderick 


Difficulties : 

1. The intellectual lag. Get- 
ting out of intimate touch with 
forward movements: social, 
educational, religious, in U. S. 
A., so that much of the fur- 
lough year is spent in just get- 
ting up-to-date. 

2. The strain of being “one’s 
own superior” (this idea ex- 
panded in the editorial). 


3. -The language barrier to 
an understanding of the people 
and their ideas. 


Advantages : 


1. The job never gets stale. 
2. The fellowship of minds, 
Chinese and Western. 


3. The freedom of thought, 
especially the freedom to create 
new courses. 


‘BESSIE TOPPING wears a red hat this season—there’s no sense is dress- 


ing too old for your age. 


WILL TOPPING gets in his exercise by wi: inves J over to the Union 


Seminary to teach classes. 
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Smith Speaks 


Edward H. Smith 


ERE is a new dilemma; we 

are asked to name our 
hardships. In faith, we had 
forgotten there were any. To 
be sure, we have no Wool- 
worths and the pins and nee- 
dles of existence out here are 
not readily at hand. We have to 
walk everywhere and there are 
no roads, but we are vastly saf- 
er than pedestrians in Ameri- 
ca! We have no radio, only 
the music of the river and the 


woods and hills, but sometimes 


we imagine the home friends 
would trade such music for 
their jazz. 

_Of course we miss the in- 
spiring fellowship you all enjoy 
in America but we have a spir- 
ttual fellowship in our own 
work and also we look forward 


through the busy, hurrying | 
years to the furlough days 
among you, and the memory 
of the home visits are always | 
with us. 


The intimate fellowship with 
our British friends, and nor- 
mal home life in which chil- 
dren and parents live together 
through their growing years, 
the joy of observing the spir- 
itual growth of workers and 
students in the churches and 
schools, of feeling the immense- 
ly worth-while meaning of 
one’s daily service in building 
the Kingdom of God here in 
the New Asia—these are some 
of the many things that keep 
the hearts of missionaries 
strong and joyful. 


| Dkr. DYER remembers all our birthdays. She’ s that kind of friendly 


person. 
* 


Mrs. HINMAN is one of those people who'd be a + Seeeing¢ even if her 


hair weren't white. 
* 


Guy THELIN now makes speeches on agriculture or evangelism in three 


languages. 


FRANCES and BREWSTER BINGHAM are iil the language, 


“tight’s they can go.” 


| 
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Thelin Thrills 


Elizabeth C. Thelin 


What do I like about living in 
China? 

1. The missionary fellowship. 

2. The privilege of living in 
a country which is on the 
march. 

3. Opportunity for friend- 
ship with kindred minds of an- 
other race. 


What do I miss by living in 
China? 


1. Nearness to home-folks. 


2. Stimulation of a north- 
ern climate (New England or 
South Dakota). 


3. Whipped cream. 


Guy A. Thelin 


Advantages : 


1. Keen sense of having a 
worthwhile task—building 
foundations. | 
2. Opportunity of friend- 
ship with all classes of people. 


3. Christian fellowship 
along New Testament lines. 


Disadvantages : 

1. Lack of access to books 
and magazines which would 
keep one up professionally. 

2. Difficulty of trying to 
carry all one’s work in a for- 
eign tongue that can never be 
mastered. 

3. No South Dakota butter! 


Dr. GILLETTE is ably keeping up the family reputation for hospitality. 


LAURA WARD will soon go home for furlough after 8 1/2 years on the 


field. 


Mary NEWELL is interested in publicity and projects. 


“Por” NEWELL likes to teach music to his Union High boys. 


FRoDERICK SCOTT edits this publication, so you can see what he’s like 
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Privations: 


Separation from. family 


which is stretched by special 
circumstances, glad and sad, 
almost unbearably. 

_ Notseeing the children grow 
up day by day is a big miss. 

2. No ready-made _ enter- 
tainment when one needs a 
change. 

We work just as hard fora 
party or any sort of a good 


time as we do for our regular 


jobs, and sometimes it just isn’t 
worth the time and effort to 
start from the ground up to 
produce it. 

3. Lack of shops that ex- 
hibit what your fellows wear 
and use. 

No “window-sbopping” to 
get ideas. 


Thomas Thoughts 


Woolworth’s and the sta- 
tioner’s shops are missed most. 
Privileges: 

1. Fellowship that inspires. 

People take time to talk 
things over here and you know 
them better, which of course 
means liking them more. 

2. Life in general among a 
delightful people. 

Even the common people are 
friendly, they have a native 
refinement and an almost uni- 
form courtesy that can be 
counted on. 


3. (Very personal but woey 
real) 

The fun of building my own 
house and home on the F.C.U. 
campus, where living alone 
spells freedom and not isola- 
tion. 


ArtHurR RINDEN keeps many projects moving and also runs moving 


picture projectors. 
= 


CSERTRU DE RINDEN is always ready to welcome visitors from Foo- 


chow or abroad. 


* 


Miss HARTWELL has a friend with her this year, Miss Mary Richardson 
of U.S. A. and Hawaii, already learning to call things by their Chinese 


names. 
* 


SusAN ARMSTRONG is going to make a lovely little nook out of a bit 
of her walled backyard which has been neglected for years. 


13 


* 
= 


Ward & Walker Words 


Privations : 
1. No beautiful church ser- 
vices. 


2. No snow or skating. 


3. Mildew, mold and insects 
get your precious possessions. 


Laura A. Ward 


Advantages : 
1. Frequent unexpected i in- 
teresting experiences. 


2. Chances to make friends 
with people from environments 


very different from mine. 
4, Beautiful situation and 
friendly people to live among. 


Josephine 


Some of my privations are: 


1. ‘To have bandits or Reds 
destroy my old things so that I 
have to. get new ones. 


2. To have to deprive my- 
self of so many good things to 
eat lest I become sick. 


3. To find a dollar goes 
three times as far out here as in 
U:S.A., so I feel I must spend 
my little, in order to realize its 
full value. 


At times I am guilty of enjoy- 
ing my privations. 


C. Walker 


Some of my advantages are: — 
1. To be able to speak in 
several local lingoes, so my 
lips need never be idle. 
2. To work for and with 


the poor and grateful among. 


refugees, widows, boys and 
girls who stimulate me to give 
them my best from a seed- 
thought to all my worldly 
goods. 


3. To have one glad, mad 


round of work with time to 
think and pray, so that there 
is never a dull day or lonely 
moment. | 

Sometimes [ do not enjoy 
my advantages. 
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Staff of ‘the Foachow Mission 


Foochow 
Union Kindergarten T raining School. 
Bertha H. Allen 


Union High School for Boys. 
Mr. and Mrs. G. M. Newell 
Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Thelin 


Orlinda Childs Pierce Memorial School. 


Lyda S. Houston 
Helen H. Smith 


Foochow College for Boys. 
Susan E. Armstrong 
Leona L. Burr on furlough 
Albert L. Faurot F 
Dr. and Mrs. G. W. Hinman | 


Woman's Bible School. 
Martha Wiley 
Josephine C. Walker 


Union Hospital. . 
Hazel M. Atwood 
Dr. and Mrs. H. E. Campbell 
Dr. Lora G. Dyer 
Jennie Jacobs 


Mr. and Mrs. L. J. Christian—Evangelistic Work. 
Rev. and Mrs. W. H. Topping—Assistant Executive Sec- 
retary of the Synod. 


Rev. and Mrs. R. W. McClure——Treasurer. 
Rev. and Mrs. Brewster Bingham—Language study. 


Fukien Christian University. 


Rey. F. P. Beach 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Scott 
Eunice T. Thomas 


Diongioh 
Rev. and Mrs. A. O. Rinden 
Laura D. Ward 


Pagoda Anchorage. 
Dr. C. L. Gillette 


Ingtai 


Rev. and Mrs. E. H. Smith 
Lucy B. Lanktree 
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